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By CLAIRE ALLEN

TALK in the beef industry might
be doom and gloom right now but
the buyers at the Willandra bull
sale in Williams last week
showed nothing but optimism
with spirited bidding to see an
outstanding result for the stud.

The 20th annual sale was not-
hing short of fantastic with sta-
tistics only on the incline as buy-
ers snapped up the quality catalo-
gue.

Once again it was the stud�s
Red Angus breed that stole the
show, with 16 of 18 sires selling
under the hammer to a $7500 top
price and outstanding $4969
average.

In comparison to 2007, there
was one less bull yarded, an addi-
tional sire sold, the top price was
lifted by $1250 and the average
rose by $936.

The Simmental breed was next
into the ring, with 29 of 35 of
these sires selling during the auc-
tion also to a top price of $7500
and a terrific $4845 average.

Compared to last year this saw
an additional bull offered, an extra
seven sold during the sale, an
increase of $1250 on the top price
and a healthy $811 increase on
the average price.

Combined with negotiations
post-sale that saw a further num-
ber of bulls sold, the results pro-
duced nothing but smiles on the
faces of the Cowcher family.

The support shown came from
a combination of both return
clients and new buyers, as well as
both commercial and stud produ-
cers which further added to the
highlights of the day.

The sale was sold in conjunc-
tion by the Landmark and Elders
teams, and both companies were
delighted with the results.

The sale galloped off to a fran-
tic start with bids flying from all
corners of the full selling complex
on the first eight Red Angus lots.

These led bulls sold impres-
sively, averaging $5563 a head.

It didn�t take long for the
benchmark to be set for the day
either when lot two entered the
ring in style.

Initial bids began at $5000 for
Willandra Brigadoon but it didn�t
take long with three players in
action before the hammer fell at

$7500 the way of well known
producers Bob and Paul Treasure,
RE & OM Treasure & Sons,
Wandering.

Brigadoon showed all the right
characteristics of a classy sire;
length, balance, growth, power
and definition with a placid
temperament to top it off.

The 770 kg rising 22 month-
old bull was sired by Willandra
Watson and out of Wilson Downs
Red Beth.

Brigadoon had the right
mathematics to fit his physical
attributes with above average
EBVs measuring +2.4 BW, +24,
+38 and +51 for 200-, 400- and
600-day weight, +2.7 EMA, -0.3
Rib, +1.3 RBY and +0.0 IMF.

Mr Treasure said he liked that
Brigadoon was well grown, had a
good temperament and great
figures to back him up.

The bull will be used in a select
number of the Treasure family�s
400 head breeding herd to test the
waters as an outcross from his
traditional Poll Hereford breeding.

The $6750 second top price of
the Red Angus breed was outlaid
by L Sharp & Son, Denmark,
through the bidding of Elders
Mount Barker agent Rob
Williams.

Narrogin producer TW Flavel
was actively bidding and despite
being the losing bidder on some
of the top priced lots, managed to
selected a duo including a led bull
at $6500 and then another sire at
$5250.

Preston Downs, Esperance,
was another buyer to take two
Red Angus sires at the top end of
the catalogue including the led
Willandra Benz at $6500 and then
Willandra Belmont at $5750.

The equal $7500 top price also
came early in the Simmental
section of the sale, when loosing
bidder on earlier Simmental lots
Neil Martin, NR & DA Martin,
Collie, outbid the competition for
Willandra Bionic.

The cherry red 806 kg 22
month-old Poll sire displayed
thickness and frame.

Bionic measured a scrotal
circumference of 42cm and had
EBV figures of +1.9 BW, +21,
+31 and +35 for 200-, 400- and
600-day weights, +7 milk, +1.1
EMA, +0.4 Rib and +0.2 RBY.

Mr Martin runs 140 Angus-

Two top at $7500 for Willandra

WILLANDRA ON-PROPERTY BULL SALE
(Under the hammer results)

Stud offered sold top gross average

Red Angus 18 16 $7500 $79,500 $4969

Simmental 35 29 $7500 $140,500 $4845

Total 53 45 $7500(2) $220,000 $4889

Friesian breeders that he crosses
with Simmentals to produce
vealers which are sold direct to
the abattoirs.

Similar money at $7250 was
outlaid by Elders Breeding
Services manager Don Morgan to
be the second top price of the
Simmentals.

Bidding on the phone on behalf
of Tom Baker, Woonallee
Simmental stud, Furner, SA, Mr
Morgan collected Willandra
Benny Hill, a polled 866 kg sire

with a 40cm scrotal
measurement.

Albany account Turua Turanga
snapped up a classy soft Polled
bull weighing 806kg that was also
sired by Piper WWW Dot Com
at $6500.

Two buyers paid to $6000
including SG & E Pearce,
Kojonup, and GH & KL & DA
Williams, Denmark, for
Simmental bulls that packed a
punch with outstanding muscle
development.

� With the $7500 equal top price bull was Elders Williams agent
Mark Mahney (left), Landmark Williams agent Jeremy Genders,
buyers Paul and Bob Treasure, RE & OM Treasure & Sons,
Wandering, and Willandra stud co-principal Peter Cowcher, Williams.

� Landmark Williams agent Jeremy Genders (left), Elders Breeding
Services manager Don Morgan - who was the second top price buyer in
the Simmental section of the sale - with Willandra stud co-principals
Peter and Charles Cowcher,Williams.The bull pictured was the $7500
equal top price sire of the sale purchased by NR & DA Martin, Collie.
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