Diverse success at Keysbrook

By JODIE RINTOUL

DIVERSIFACATION is the key
for Keysbrook producers Ken
and Robin Elliott’s 810ha
property Clover Downs.

The family has a long
association with the property
dating back to 1926 when Ken’s
grandfather lvan was one of the
first settlers in the area after
moving from the Goldfields.

Today, Ken and Robin farm
with Ken’s parents George and
Margaret, and despite the
pressures of the urban sprawl
they have no intention of
moving on.

Since the property was
established in the 1920s it has
always been home to both cattle
and sheep, but over time the
structure of the enterprises have
changed to suit market
conditions.

The Elliott family originally
started with a pure Poll
Hereford herd which had a
strong Willerene influence.

During early years, Ken’s
grandfather ran it as a Poll
Hereford stud but as time went
by they found the Poll
Herefords were not delivering
the results they desired and
decided to look for another
breed.

That was when they made the
switch to Simmental genetics 20
years ago.

“We decided to introduce
Simmental genetics into our
herd to add a bit of growth and
size into our calves,” Ken said.

“By just adding a bit of size it
gives us more options when it
comes to marketing.”

Today, the Elliotts run 180
Simmental and Simmental cross
breeders on the property.

As they slowly phased out
their Poll Hereford breeders
they ran them as separate mobs
for a few years and found the
Poll Hereford calves didn’t
perform nearly as well as their
NEW Crosses.

In more recent years, they
have introduced Murray Grey
bulls into their herd, using them
over first calvers.

Keysbrook producer Ken Elliott made the move to Simmental genetics 20 years ago to increase the

growth in his calves.

“We introduced the Murray
Greys over the heifers to help
with calving,” Ken said.

“Generally, Murray Grey
calves are slightly smaller
which means the heifers have
less trouble calving.

“We really just want to get
that first calf from them and
then there right.”

The Elliotts have also found
that the Murray Greys also have
a quieter temperament.

Generally, the Elliotts turn
their calves off as baby beef at
this time of year with the steers
sold first usually in December
and the heifers later.

Already this season the
Elliotts have sold steer calves at
Midland in December and
received 173-175c/kg.

When the calves were sold
they averaged 300kg at nine to
10 months of age.

For the past five years, the
Elliotts have also sold bull
calves into the live export
market but decided against it
this year due to a change in
requirements.

“This year they increased the
weights from 200-240kg and
dropped the price so we
decided to sell the calves as
steers,” Ken said.
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“Prior to that the market had
been a good option, as the
prices were attractive.”

From their heifer drop each
year the Elliotts also retain a
certain percentage of their
heifers to be used as
replacement females, with the
remainder being sold through
the yards usually late January
and February.

“We are aiming for a pure
polled herd going forward as it
is what the market is
demanding,” Ken said.

“Therefore, we now only
keep polled heifers and buy
polled bulls.”

Also when it comes to
selecting females the Elliotts
place a high emphasis on
temperament and eye
pigmentation.

Anything that is toey goes to
Midland as they only want to
work with quiet animals as it
makes life in the yards so much
easier.

Ken said they also focus on
body conformation and
structure when selecting their
females.

When it comes to bulls the
Elliotts use Simmental bulls
from the Yates family’s Caringa
stud at Bindoon, while they

have no preference on
bloodlines for their Murray
Grey bulls as long as they are
low birthweight bulls to suit
heifers.

In terms of selecting bulls for
the herd, Ken said he still
places a strong emphasis on
visual appraisal and EBVs are
secondary in the selection
process.

Bulls go into the herd at the
beginning of June for two to
three months.

Six weeks after the first bulls
go in, back up bulls are also
used.

They end up running the
bulls at a rate of one bull for 30
COWS.

Ken said mating at this time
meant he calved down from the
end of February until May.

“This calving works well for
us in this area as it generally
means we have got good feed
on the ground before the calves
get to big,” Ken said.

The quality of pastures vary
on the property due to a large
variation in the soils types
which range from, as Ken puts
it, “gutless” Banksia sands
through to riverflat loams due
to the Dirk Brook river which
runs through the property.
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